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Whose past is 
it?

Archaeologists recognize now that the 
past can have meaning to people living 
today.

Descendent communities help deepen 
an understanding of the past.

Conflicts have developed over ownership 
of the past, especially over excavation of 
Native American burials.

Collaborative archaeology projects seek 
to study the past by working with 
descendent communities.







Collaborative archaeology 

can be a tool of self-

determination for Native 

people.





Three Goals 
for Educating 
Archaeologists 
in Maryland

Think about who is this for? Archaeologists 
or Indigenous people? 

Recoginze that there’s fatigue within the 
Native community. Think about how CfMA 
can benefit Native people.

Figure out what questions Native people 
want answered and how we are responding 
to that. Bad practices get perpetuated 
because of ignorance.



Avoid talking to Native people 
and not with them

• We want people interested in participating, not 
telling them how they can be involved.

• We would like to help promote enthusiasm for 
archaeology within both the archaeological and 
Indigenous communities.

• We want to get people interested in 
participating with us, in ways that truly involves 
them.



Collaboration

Partner with the MCIA

Work alongside the Archaeology and Environmental Policies 
Committee

Attend MCIA meetings regularly (when invited to do so)

Invite someone on MCIA to join our committee



Future Work

Sponsorship of Native students to 
attend ASM Field Session

CfMA can sponsor Native students 
to attend conferences.

CfMA can be the bridge to 
facilitate conversations and 
partnerships between both sides


